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Hawaii Buddhist Council Buddha Day 
Service
	 On April 4, 9:30 AM, the 
Hawaii Buddhist Council will be 
observing Buddha Day Service 
Online. This is a service dedicated 
to Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birth. 
	 Shakyamuni Buddha was 
born as a prince of the Shakya 
Clan and was named Siddhartha. 
Stories tell that his mother, Maya, 
dreamed of a white elephant 
entering her body one night. She 
woke up to her surprise at bearing 
a son. In the ancient India, mothers 
would return to their home village to give birth to their child. Like so, 
Siddhartha’s mother also traveled to her village for birth. However, on 
their way, as they were passing through the Lumbini Garden, Maya 
gave birth to Siddhartha. Stories tell that Siddhartha stood up and 
walked seven steps, pointing his right pointer finger up and the left 
pointer finger down and said, “天上天下唯我独尊,” meaning “I 
alone am the world honored one.” If you look at the word literally, it 
may sound very selfish but it means that everyone in this world is in its 
purest form a precious life. With the teaching of Shakyamuni Buddha, 

we practice compassion to 
bring the character within 
us so that we can all attain 
peace and harmony in this 
life. 
	 Let us practice the 
teachings together on this 
special day as we celebrate 
the birth of our founder, 
Shakyamuni Buddha, by 
registering using the link on 
the flyer.
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Let’s Learn about Soto-Shu: 
What is A Memorial Service
Buddhist Memorial Service
	 Hoji (a Buddhist service), 
also known in Hawaii as “Nenki,“ is 
referred originally to the teachings of 
the Buddha, and familiarization with 
the heart of the Buddha.  However, it 
later came to refer to a Buddhist ritual 
or ceremony, or a memorial service 
in honor of the departed ones of your 
family.
	 In a memorial service, the 
family member gains merit through 
virtuous deeds like offering food, drink, 
and flowers to the Buddha, or chanting 
sutras. They then transfer this merit to 
their deceased family members and 
ancestors, making a prayer that all beings, including themselves, attain 
the Buddhist Path.
	 As the family, it is important that one understand the meaning 
and appropriate manners for the service so that it can be carried out 
earnestly.

Deciding the date for the service
	 The memorial service 
should be held on the 
anniversary of the day of death 
or on the eve of that day. 
However, if those days are 
inconvenient, a date prior to the 
anniversary of the day of death 
should be set. When a date for 
the service has been decided 
upon, they should contact the 
temple to make an appointment.
	 With the COVID-19, at Betsuin, we offer virtual online service 
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when requested when the individual and the family cannot come to 
the temple due to physical and health reasons. If you wish to have 
your service virtually, please contact the temple and request an online 
service. We are also able to perform services on your behalf if you are 
unable to come to the temple or go online. This service will be part of 
the daily ministers’ morning services.  

When multiple memorial 
services fall on the same year
	 If possible, 
memorial services should 
be held separately for each 
deceased person. However, 
anniversaries of the death 
of multiple persons—such as 
the seventh anniversary for 
one family member and the 
thirteenth anniversary for another—can fall in the same year. In such a 
case, joint service on the anniversary of the most recent day of death 
can be done. In the above case, for example, the thirteenth anniversary 
service would be held on the day of the seventh anniversary service.

	 However, the anniversary service for the first year after death 
should be performed separately, if possible, to pay your respect for the 
deceased individual who has moved on with their life.

Dress and prayer beads
	 In Hawaii, many dress 
causally to the temple to visit their 
family in the Nokotsudo or visiting 
the temple office. However, it is 
polite and respectful to the Buddha 
and the deceased to wear Aloha 
Attire during the memorial service. 
If you went through lay confirmation 
ceremony, you may have a wagesa, 
a special robe that one would wear around their neck like a lei. In such 
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case, it is appropriate to wear the wagesa during the service. Also, if 
you have juzu, that should also be worn and used during the service. 

At the memorial service
	 When the service begins, 
the family should sit quietly and 
place their hands together when 
the minister(s) is recing the sutras. 
You are encouraged to chant 
along with the ministers.
	 Each aspect of 
the service has a special 
significance: the chanting 
expounds the teachings of the 
Buddha, the scent of the incense 
purifies the participants, and the 
smoke rising from the incense is 
said to deliver our thoughts and 
prayers to the deceased. In addition to purifying oneself and praying 
for the welfare of the deceased, it is important that one view the 
memorial service as an opportunity to come into contact with the heart 
of the Buddha and his teachings.
	 When the priest announces the time to offer incense, one 
should come to the front of the altar to offer incense. After the final 
chanting and sermon by the priest, the service is officially concluded.

Donation and special envelope
	 Donation to the temple is appreciated for the memorial service. 
Donations symbolizes the “Fuse” or the spirit of giving as one shares 
their gratitude and support to the temple. 

(Article from Sotoshu Shumucho and edited to reflect Hawaii Custom)

Different Types of Services Available at 
Soto Mission of Hawaii
	 At Soto Mission of Hawaii, we are always thinking of how 
we can serve the members of our congregation. In doing so, we are 
always available for special services and not many may know that we 
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do these services. We would like to share with you some services that 
are done and welcome anyone who may want the prayer.

•	 Wedding Ceremony
•	 Car Blessing
•	 Boat Blessing
•	 House Blessing
•	 Buddhist Altar and New Buddha Statue Blessing
•	 Disposing of Old Buddhist Altar Service
•	 Blessing Services for individuals (Illness, Good Luck, 			 

		  Yakudoshi, ward and protect from bad luck, etc.) 
•	 Memorial Service
•	 Funeral Service
•	 Bed Side Service
•	 Spiritual Counseling
•	 Baccalaureate Service 
•	 New Born Blessing Service

and many more. If you think you need any special services and prayers 
that are not on the list, give the temple a call and let us know. Most 
likely, we are able to accommodate your request to bring you peace of 
mind. 

Cultural Classes at Soto Mission of Hawaii
	 With the COVID-19 
restriction, many of the classes 
that were held at the temple 
have been canceled or on hold 
as we wait for the situation to get 
better. However, some classes 
are starting to come back with 
all precaution and prevention in 
mind. Some classes have been 
doing classes through online 
platform as well. So if you are interested in learning a new hobby or 
return to your old hobby or talent, now might be a good time to do so. 
	 Some of the activities that are available now are Shodo - 
Japanese Calligraphy, Sumie - Calligraphy Art, Japanese Dance, 
Kyudo - Japanese Archery, Aikido - Martial Arts. Many of the groups 
practice or teach following the rules and regulation. 
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Help Needed: Volunteers to Clean the 
Nokotsudo
	 We are still looking for 
volunteers who are able to come to 
the temple during the weekday to 
help clean the nokotsudo, including 
changing the water in vases, disposing 
of dried flowers and wiping the 
counter. If you are able to assist us, 
please call or come to the temple to 
let us know about your availability. 

Upcoming Events
April 4, 9:30 AM 	 Hawaii Buddhist Council Hosted 
				    Buddha Day Service [Virtual Service]
May 9, 9:30 AM	 Buddha Day and Mother’s Day Service 		
				    (Betsuin)
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Acknowledgment of Donations
	 Thank you to the following individuals and organizations for 
their generous donations in February. 
Nehan-e (Pari Nirvana) Service Donations
Katherine Higuchi, Jamie Peterson, Linda Unten, Bernice Koike, Warren & 
Karen Motosue.
Kannon Ko Donations
Jean Maekawa, Bernice Koike, Linda Unten, Wayne & Ann Uradomo, 
Thomas & Chiye Itagaki, Sally Nozaki, Toshio Ozeki, Keiko Kawagishi, Jamie 
Peterson, Mona Sawai, Katherine Higuchi, Ellen Nishimura
Memorial Service / Funeral / General Donations
Toshiko Abe, June Motokawa, Merritt Sakata, Dara Luangphinith, Kathleen 
Tasaka, David Nakamoto, Aileen Morikawa, Paul Okamura, Yoshikatsu 
Tsukahara, Jeanne Kaneda, Clara Ogawa, Edna Akita, Kenneth Hirai, 
Ryuko Kokuzo, Teruko Towata, Wayne Masato Yagi, Masae Hayashi, Amy 
Dang, Wendy Nakamura, Sanshin Afuso-Ryu Grant Murata, Alvin Honbo, 
Nobuko Ito, Susan Iwasa, Leslie Komori, Arden & Mary Loomis, Michael 
K. Nakamura, Nancy H. Nishimura, Tsuyoshi Onuma, Linda Shirai, Takako 
Taba, George Takeuchi, Natalie & Glen Taniguchi, Elizabeth Uno, Howard 
Yoshinobu, Duane & Patti Young, John & Helen Shih, Ellen Nishimura, 
Claudia Akizaki Kuwana, Pualani Kondo, Martin Matsuura, Kenneth Iinuma, 
Lynn Maurer, Wayne Warashina, Frank Hirazumi, Mark & Sharon Bryant, 
Marin Furukawa, Vaughn & Gwen Kunishige, Milton & Katherine Kwock, 
Lay Lim, Warren Craig, Warren & Karen Motosue, Geraldine Nagatoshi, 
Onomoto & Imai Families, Karen Prestidge, Mona Sawai, Hiromi Shimada, 
Dorothy Takeshita, Uno Family, Living Ohana Hawaii, Ritsuko Takahashi, Neil 
Horikoshi, Ronald Horiuchi, Kathleen Tasaka, Nora Kurosu, Jon & Cynthia 
Nishimura, Carl & Helen Tanigawa, The Aikido Ohana, Hawaii Soto-Shu 
Head Office, Fuchat & Yeeling Chan.
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Dharma Lei
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