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New Year’s Greetings
Happy New Year from Soto Mission of Hawaii. We thank everyone who supported us in 2019 and hope that
2019 was a productive year. With the new 2020 being celebrated, we hope that it will be much more exciting
and many blessings will be knocking on your door step.

In 2019, we made many new changes starting with having a new
president, Eric Kanda, leading the Board of Directors and the
membership together with Bishop Shugen Komagata. Some of
the bigger changes we saw were building of the front fence (still in
progress), starting of Monthly Newsletter, installing rails in the
bathrooms, re-roofing of minister’s residence, welding the roof by
the walkway between Bishop’s residence and the back parking
lot, pupu pack fundraiser instead of Hoku’s chicken, and many
small detailed changes throughout the temple.

In 2020, some of the big projects that we have planned are to
complete the front fence and during the summer months, fix the
sewage problem that has been addressed for the past few years.

We also hope that we can start something new that will attract new faces with many talents to the temple. If
anyone is available to volunteer to help at temple functions, please let one of the office staff know about your
skills and availability.

Our first service of the year will be the Daihannya Blessing Service to be held on January 5 at 9:30 AM. Being
blessed by the Bishop and all the ministers gathered from the Soto Mission temples on Oahu will surely bring
you joy and happiness in the year 2020 so don’t forget to come to the temple for this service.

Daihannya Blessing Service
On Sunday, January 5, 9:30 AM, we will be having our Daihannya Blessing
Service. This will be the first service of the year. The Bishop along with the
ministers gathered throughout the island will be blessing each and individual of
you as you come forward to the altar. At the end of the service, we will be passing
out the Ofuda/Omamori Packet that you have ordered. If you ordered the packet
every year, you will not need to place an order unless you are making any
changes. If you are interested in ordering the packet, which includes 1x Wooden
Ofuda, 1x Car Omamori, 1x Purse Omamori, 2x House Omamori for a $30
donation, please call the temple as soon as possible so that we can prepare the
packet for blessing at this service.

After the service, the Fujinkai will help the temple serve Ozoni, a traditional New Year Mochi Soup to everyone
that attends the service. This itself is a treat that you will definitely not want to miss.

2020 Zazen for Early Risers
On Friday, January 3, 6:30 AM, we will be having our first zazen of the year.
Begin your New Year with Zazen session followed by shojin-okayu breakfast.
Minimum donation for this special session will be $10, which will help us
supplement the cost of breakfast. Reservation is needed. Please email
livingohana808@gmail.com with a header "New Year's Zazen and Breakfast" to
reserve your spot.

Mindfulness Class
On Friday, January 31, 1:30 PM, we once again invite Clear Englebert from the Kona Daifukuji Soto Mission
who came in April, 2019. Many participants learned new ideas and insights of Mindfulness and enjoyed the
lecture presented by Clear. This will be on the same topic so if you were not able to come in April 2019, this will
be the perfect opportunity to come and learn. More about Mindfulness practice and the teachings of Zen
Buddhism. Please join us and reserve your spot by going to our homepage or the link
https://www.sotomission.org/posts/mindfulnessclass-jan2020 or call the temple at 537-9409.
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Order of Rising Sun Award
We would like congratulate Dr. Kenneth Ito for being the recipient of the
Order of Rising Sun Award. It is such an honor for Soto Mission of Hawaii
that one of our member received this prestige award from the Japanese
Government. The order is awarded to those who have made distinguished
achievements in international relations, promotion of Japanese culture,
advancements in their field, development in welfare or preservation of the
environment.

“On Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at
the Consul General’s official residence, Dr. Kenneth Toyohiko Ito was
conferred the Imperial Decoration, The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays
with Rosette, for his contributions to promoting friendship and mutual
understanding between Japan and the United States. Dr. Ito has been
actively engaged in sister affiliations and exchange promotion activities
between Hawaii and the Japanese prefectures of Ehime, Niigata, and
Hokkaido, with the belief that it is important for the long-term relationship
between Japan and the United States to expand the circle of exchange at
the local level and to build a grassroots cooperative relationship. His
connection to Ehime Prefecture is particularly strong, as he played a central

role in launching the Ehime Hawaii Goodwill Youth Baseball Exchange, an effort with the purpose of
memorializing victims of the 2001 Ehime Maru Incident off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii, as well as strengthening
ties between Japan and the United States.” (Excerpt from Consulate General of Japan in Hawaii website)

Dr. Ito practice his Dana (Act of compassionate giving) to create the strong bond between Hawaii and Japan.
His dedication in sharing his skills and love to bring the two countries at local and state level is such an
accomplishment and for all of us to share this joy together. Once again, we would like to say congratulations to
Dr. Kenneth Ito on your achievement.

Upcoming Events
December 31 Joya no Kane
January 3 2020 Zazen for Early Risers
January 5 Daihannya Blessing Service
January 31 Mindfulness Lecture with Clear Englebert
February 9 New Year’s Party/General Membership Meeting

Office Hour Changes for January
On January 1, the temple will be open until 2 AM after our Joya-no-Kane Service (December 31).

We will once again open at 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
On January 20 the temple will close at noon in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Donations
Thank you to the following individuals and organizations for their generous donations in November

Eitaikyo / Saigoku 33 Kannon Osuna Fumi / Kannonko Donations (November)
Mona Sawai, Sally M. Nozaki, Ellen Nishimura, Kenneth Kunisaki, Masae Hayashi, Jane Yamashiro, Thomas &
Chiye Itagaki, Helen Tsuchiya, Kawagishi Family, Jamie Peterson, Gladys M. Kotaki, Stanley T. Fujii, Michiko
Sasaki, Frank Childs, Katherine Higuchi, Harry & Karen Takane, Bernice K. Koike

Memorial Service / Funeral / General Donations
Nicole Flannigan, Claudia & Steve Akizaki Kuwana, Scott Takahashi, Aki no Kai, Ellen M. Nishimura, Betty
Goto, The Aikido Ohana, Melvin Sakae, Hanayagi Dancing Academy Hawaii Foundation, Larry Cutwright,
Grace Teragawachi, Ryuko Kokuzo, Rajakumary Muthukumari, Bernice Ueoka, Rene Egami, Roger Ueoka,
Kenneth Ito, Shugen Komagata, Miyeko Hashimoto, Yuji Nakai, Kumie Matsuzaki, Chikako Shimamura,
Catherine H. Peterman, Gail M. Krieger, Gertrude M. Kihara, Eric Moto, Cathleen Murayama, Roberta Arita,
Howard Yoshinobu, Hawaii Soto-Shu Head Office, UHSSWA, Susan A. Kurata, Living Ohana, Mari Nakamura,
Yuko Tsukamoto.

MRS. ITO, MR. KOICHI ITO (CONSULATE GENERAL), DR. ITO AND FAMILY

BISHOP AND DR. ITO
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