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Buddha Day and Mother’s Day Service (May 8 @ 9:30am)
On May 8, 9:30 AM, we will be celebrating Buddha Day and
Mother’s Day Service. This is a service where we dedicate and
celebrate the birth of our founder, Siddhartha Gautama or the
Shakyamuni Buddha and express our gratitude to our mothers.
Please join us on this service with your mother or your family.

Volunteers Needed, Signup for Community
Help
We are looking to make a list of volunteers that can help with
temple activities. Volunteer work can range from coming to the
temple on a scheduled base to being on the call list and asked
when we need a specific help from you. The idea is for the
temple to have a list of individuals we can ask for help when we
need the help. If you are able to spare some time from your
busy schedule to support the temple, we would really appreciate
your time and energy.

Some examples of volunteer work are
• Newsletter (folding, editing, mailing, etc.)
• Cleaning (cleaning temple ground, inside temple, etc.)
• Fundraiser (anything related to fundraising)
• Office Help (greeting members, organizing archives, etc.)
• Religious Services (MC, parking attendant, greeter, choba, etc.)
• Tech Related (video/camera operation during service or event, homepage, social media, etc.)
• Profession related help (Anything you can share from your life and work experience)

This is a great way to give back to the community and our temple. For students looking to get into
college, this is a great way to build up your resume. For others, this you may be able to build a long
time friendship with other individuals that share same values. Simply it is another way to be
connected with the Buddha and your ancestors by protecting your roots and tradition.

If you are able to help in any way, please use the link below or call the temple to signup.
https://www.sotomission.org/volunteer

2022 Bon Service
Bon Service will begin in July. We will be sending out schedules and Bon O-Toba Registration Form
at the end of May. Please keep an eye out for the information to sign up for the services.

Zen Short Story: Zen Debates
If someone says something which does not make sense, people
say, “It sounds like a Zen debate (Zen mondo)”. And it is true that
there is such an aspect in Zen debates. For example, one monk
who was undergoing training asked Yunmen (Unmon, in
Japanese, a Tang Dynasty monk who founded the Unmon School
of Zen), “What is Buddha?

Yunmen answered “A piece of used toilet paper.”
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Now “Buddha” is what monks in training pray to constantly and is the goal which they ceaselessly try
to attain. Consequently, “What is Buddha?” is frequently asked in debates. To this question, the
teachers from ancient times on down have given many different answers to guide the student monks.

However, Yunmen’s answer was extreme. “Kanshi ketsu” means “wiping stick” and is a very filthy
thing. In fact, one may become angry and say, “What does he think the Buddha is?”, but this is the
superficial view. The true meaning of these debates is very profound, even though the words
themselves seem to be nonsense.

In the ninth century, during the Tang Dynasty, there was an
excellent Zen master named Zhaozhou (Joshu, in Japanese). One
day a monk named Yanyang (Gon’yo, in Japanese) asked him, “I
have come with nothing. What do I do in such a case?”

Zhaozhou replied, “Throw it away.” On the surface, this was not an
answer. Then Yanyang asked as though cross examining, “I said I
came with nothing, so what do you expect me to throw away?”

Zhaozhou promptly said, “Then hurry and take it away.” This was even a stranger answer than the
previous one. Zen debates are strange, and a certain storyteller made a comedy out of one:

One day a monk on pilgrimage came to the front of a mountain temple and shouted, “Hello! Is the
head priest here? I want to have a debate with him.” A novice priest came out of the temple and
shouted back even louder, “First let’s you and I have a debate, and if you beat me then I’ll call the
head priest.”

“Why you impudent little … all right,” and the traveling monk silently extended his right hand and
made a circle with his thumb and index finger.

The boy immediately made a larger circle with his arms.

The traveling monk held up one finger.

The boy responded by raising five fingers.

The pilgrim monk then raised three fingers which the boy countered by making a face. As though
beaten, the pilgrim hurriedly ran away.

The head priest had witnessed this question and answer session
through a crack in the door, and he was surprised. He was surprised
because he interpreted the dialogue as follows. The circle made by the
traveling monk meant “What is your mind?”

In response to this the boy had made a large circle which meant “Like
an ocean”, and this was a splendid answer. The one finger raised by
the pilgrim meant “How about your body?” In reply the novice priest
had raised five fingers, which signified the five Buddhist precepts ― no killing,
no stealing, no adultery, no lying and no drinking. This again was a suitable
answer. The pilgrim’s raising of three fingers represented the three great
worlds which make up the entire universe, and the boy’s making a face meant
“It is in front of my eyes.”

The head priest who had interpreted the debate in this way thought, “How
strange. The boy can’t have that much ability, can he?” Calling out to the
acolyte he asked, “What were you doing there?”

“The traveling monk must have heard that I was the son of a mochi (rice cake)
dealer.”
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“Why?”

“Because he made a small circle to say that my father’s rice cakes are small. That’s why I made a
larger circle to show that they’re big. Then he asked how much one costs, and I told him five
pennies. And he wanted me to discount the price to three pennies, so I made a face. He must not
have had any money because he ran away.”

The head priest burst out laughing. This dialogue is opposite that of the one
before. Even though the form is the same, the content is incoherent.

Now, returning to the original story ― Yanyang said, “I have nothing.” In
other words, “I have attained ‘satori’ (enlightenment) egolessness, and ‘no
mind’.” However, from Zhaozhou’s point of view, Yanyang had too much. ‘If
you have one thing on your mind, you have a heavy load on your back.’ And
Yanyang was carrying around a heavy load which he called “having
nothing”.

When one is really healthy he forgets his good health. A drinker may say, “I’ve had enough, I’ve had
enough,” but as long as he keeps the glass in his hand he hasn’t had enough. If he really had
enough, he would put the glass down.

That is why Zhaozhou said, “Throw it away,” and urged Yanyang to take one
more step off the top of the hundred foot bamboo pole to truly attain
enlightenment, but Yanyang did not understand this. He retorted, “I said I
had nothing, so how can I throw anything away?” Here, finally, his pride in
not ‘having anything’ came out. And this is why Zhaozhou said, “Then, take it
with you.”

(Published by Soto Shu Headquarter)

Announcements
Upcoming Events

May 8, 9:30 AM Buddha Day & Mother’s Day Service
June 12, 9:30 AM 33 Kannon Osunafumi Service

Temple Hour Changes

May 29 Temple closed for 5th Sunday
May 30 Temple close at 12 noon in observance of Memorial Day

Donations
Thank you very much for your generous donations during the month of March.

Dianne Morimoto, Nana Horoiwa, Dara Luangphinith, Rue Iinuma, Keiko Tanaka, Keiko Kawagishi,
Arden Loomis, Linda Unten, Bernice Koike, Jean Maekawa, Mona Sawai, Sally Nozaki, Fuchat
Chan, Edwin Hidano, Keiko Tanaka, Isamu Takahashi, Kathleen Hashizume, Morris Nishimura,
Morris Nishimura, Frank Childs, Loretta Fujiwara, Ellen Nishimura, Herbert & Caroll Ann Takahashi
Charitable Fund, Raymond Sekiya, Wayne Warashina, James Koga, Karen Akamine, Larry Cutwrigh,
Gertrude Kihara, Akiyo Fujioka, Miyeko Hashimoto, George Takeuchi, Hazel Shintani, Loida Fuerte,
Bruce Ogawa, James Sato, Natalie Taniguchi, Arlene Kakazu, Nakanishi Family, Annette Matsumoto,
Jon Nishimura, Thomas Itagaki, Steve Kawagishi, Ethel Watanabe, Edith Mukai, Gary Nakamura,
Katherine Higuchi, Claire Yamashita, Masae Hayashi, Doris Osada, Randy Sakata, Violet Machida
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